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of our Central Committee on the war. Are you willing to publish it in your
language ? ? No ? Then,* goodbye, our ways part !"*

He called for a complete rupture with the opportunists. In an article
entitled "The Collapse of the Second International.," he showed how for
decades opportunism had been gradually growing in the ranks of the Social-
Democratic Parties and undermining them from within; and he swept away
the miserable evasions of those scientific henchmen of the bourgeoisie such as
Kautsky and Ms ilk. "The crisis that was created by the Great War/' he
wrote, ahas torn off the coverings, has swept away conventions, has opened
the abscess that had long been ripe, and has revealed opportunism in its true
role of ally of the bourgeoisie. The complete organizational separation of the
workers' parties from this element has become a necessity.""**

These renegades and traitors to Socialism and the working class had no
more bitter and implacable enemy than Lenin. His attacks upon these gentle-
men roused them to paroxysms of rage and fury. But this did not disturb
Lenin in the least. In a letter to Inessa Armand, in December 19163 he wrote:
"Such is my fate. Campaign after campaign against political stnpidity5
banality, opportunism and so forth. This has been going on since 1893.
And how these philistines hate me ! Still, I would not change my fate for
'peace' with these philistines."

Lenin tirelessly and perseveringly collected the internationalist elements
in the working-class movement of all countries. There was not a single
really Leftist group or organization, not a single sincere Left Socialist leader
with whom he failed to establish contact, whom he did not try to influence,
and urge to take a more consistent and determined stand against the war and
against opportunism.

As soon as he arrived in Switzerland Lenin began to take energetic steps
to unite the revolutionary forces in the working-class movement in Europe
and America. He arranged for the translation of the Manifesto of the Central
Committee and other Bolshevik documents into different foreign languages,
and took advantage of every opportunity to make the stand taken by the
Bolsheviks known to the European workers. On his initiative, a conference
of Italian and Swiss Socialists was held in Lugano, on September 14, 1914.
At this conference Lenin's "Theses on the War55 were discussed, and this
exercised some influence on the decisions that were adopted.

In February 1915, a conference of the "Socialists" of the Entente countries
was held. Lenin took advantage of this occasion to issue a special declaration
in which he denounced the jingoism of the leaders of the international Social-
Democratic movement, expounded the principles underlying the position
taken up by the Bolsheviks and explained why the latter could not take part in
a conference of "Socialists" who had betrayed the cause of Socialism.

On the initiative of the Bolsheviks, an International Socialist "Women's
Conference was held in March 1915. In spite of the petty-bourgeois pacifist
views of the majority of the delegates, this conference was important as the
first international gathering of Socialists since the outbreak of the war.
The Bolshevik delegation moved a resolution, drawn up in accordance with
Lenin's directions, which declared that the majority of the Socialist Parties
had violated the definite decisions of the Stuttgart (1907), Copenhagen (1910)
and Basle (1912) Congresses of the Second International, denounced their
betrayal of the cause of Socialism, and called for a rupture of the "dass trace.5*

* Lenin, Collected Works, Russ: ed., Vol. XXIX, p. 144.

** Lenin, Selected Works, Eng. ed, Vol. V, pp. 218-19.